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BRAD L. NELSON 

Chief of Police 

Our recruitment and retention program continued 

during the year and as a result, we approached a 

strength of 80 sworn officers in December. We 

completed our first series of recruitment videos        

in many years, and these videos proved to be          

quite successful in our recruitment efforts.  

Additionally, our retention efforts continued to  

show progress as we had the fewest number of  

officers leave our organization within five years.   

Outreach to the community we serve continued     

to take priority as exemplified in our committed      

participation through many avenues. Our efforts 

continued through the year with Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters of Salina through ôBigs in Blueõ events, the 

conversing with Salina citizens at ôCoffee with a 

Copõ sessions, the annual ôFishing with a Copõ       

experience, the Halloween ôCops & Costumesõ 

event, the Citizenõs Police Academy, and the  

Advanced Citizenõs Police Academy. 

This year was historical in many ways and we                                                 

hope to continue that momentum in 2020! 

A Word From CHIEF NELSON 

As the Chief of Police for the Salina Police              

Department, I am pleased to present you the            

2019 annual report. 

The year 2019 was notable in many ways, and 

highlighting the year was the much anticipated 

construction of new facilities for our department. 

On August 29th, 2019, a groundbreaking ceremony 

was held on Yost Drive in south Salina for our 

15,700sf Salina Regional Training Center (SRTC) 

with many dignitaries present! This project was  

conceived in 2013 after my initial SPD firearms 

qualification at our already-dilapidated range on 

State Street. Several sites were initially considered, 

including one partially completed civilian range 

building, before our Commissioners approved the 

construction of a new facility. On October 18th, 

2019, the foundation footers were poured for this 

nearly six-million dollar project. It is anticipated 

that construction will be completed in August of 

2020. 

In addition to the ongoing construction of our new 

SRTC, construction began on second project in 

September - a secured surface parking lot located 

at 10 th and Elm that would provide off-street      

parking for our police vehicular assets. Beginning 

in 2016, this project initially required the purchase 

of three homes that were demolished. This project 

is slated to be completed in early 2020. 

In 2019, for the first time in our history, the SPD 

launched an Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) 

program. This program, spearheaded by Deputy 

Chief Morton, was a two year effort resulting in  

two UAS platforms being placed in service. Our 

UAS program has already proven its worth as 

it has not only assisted the KBI with some aerial  

data collection, but it has also been used to       

conduct flood assessment flights in New Cambria 

at the request of Saline County Emergency Man-

agement. Also of note, the UAS pilots were able    

to locate an article of clothing that belonged to a 

murder victim in a flooded field near the flood   

control levee at Control and Centennial. It is quite 

unlikely that this item would have been located 

without the UAS as it was observed from the air in 

nearly two feet of standing water. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE                                     

COMMAND STAFF   

SEAN MORTON 

DEPUTY CHIEF OF POLICE 

BRAD L. NELSON 

CHIEF OF POLICE 

 PAUL FORRESTER 
CAPTAIN 

 Support Division 

BILL COX 
CAPTAIN 

Patrol Division 

GARY HANUS 
CAPTAIN 

Detective Division 

JAMES FELDMAN 
LIEUTENANT 

 Internal Affairs 
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