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DATE:

February 24, 2020

TO:


Salina City Commission

FROM:

Lauren Driscoll, Dir. of Community and Development Services

PURPOSE:

Study Session 1 of 3: New Downtown Arts and Entertainment Overlay District

SUBJECT:

Administrative and Use Codes For the New District 

Background

Since March of 2019, over 35 stakeholders have been meeting as a part of the Downtown Art and Entertainment District Stakeholder Committee.  This committee is staffed by two departments, Arts and Humanities and Community and Development Services. This project and its involved public engagement efforts are a result of citizens, business owners, decision makers, and city staff recognizing that we needed new “code infrastructure” in order to support and enhance the new physical infrastructure. As a result, the stakeholder committee and staff have worked for almost a year on drafting code, including the creation of the new Downtown Arts and Entertainment Overlay District.
The purpose of the Downtown Arts & Entertainment Overlay District is to enable and promote downtown as an arts and entertainment destination by encouraging new public spaces, activities and businesses that expand on City’s revitalization efforts and transform downtown into a vibrant hub for creating, working, living, and shopping. Together the merchants, building owners, venues, artists, performers, organizations, and government work to embrace the established arts and cultural uses while promoting new opportunities that further recreation, economic development and the humanities through programming, commerce, and community involvement. 
The regulations within this chapter recognize the unique qualities of downtown as the business and cultural center of our community, as a neighborhood of high-density residential choices, and as a place where the combined environment encourages a vibrant street life, engaging public spaces and attracts businesses, artist, workers, shoppers, visitors, tourists, and residents.

This new chapter was drafted and developed to address not only the newly desired uses within downtown but to resolve conflicting codes, streamline processes, make the code easier to understand, allow for easier adaption of future uses, and be more reflective of the stakeholders directly impacted  by the rules.  

In addition to the creation of the new overlay district, it was identified that changes to Chapter 5, Alcoholic Beverages and creation of a special events chapter were necessary for the implementation of the new overlay district and would improve the city’s current administration over these two issues.
Current Request
Three are three study sessions scheduled for the City Commission to review the newly drafted code. Those study session dates and corresponding subject matter are as follows:

1) 2/24/20 – New Downtown Arts and Entertainment Overlay District Chapter
2) 3/2/20 – New Special Event Chapter and Revised Chapter 5 - Alcoholic Beverages

3) 3/23/20 – Follow-Up, Clarification and Changes to Drafts
Attached for the City Commission’s review and discussion is the draft code developed by the stakeholder committee and staff.  This draft code will create the new district and all the rules that would apply within the district.  This district is intended to be an overlay zone, meaning that the standard zoning will apply with the new district rules applied in addition.  The following sections are attached:

1) Uses

a) Food Trucks

b) Horse Drawn Vehicles and Pedicabs

c) Street Performers

d) Temporary Sidewalk Dinning and Outdoor Merchandise Areas 

e) Sidewalk Vending

f) Shared Mobility Vending

2) Application and Permitting
3) Suspension, Revocation, And Enforcement

At Monday’s study session, staff will go through each code section highlighting key concepts and soliciting feedback from the City Commission the draft for each section. This feedback from the City Commission will be applied to the draft code prior to the finalize version being submitted to the City Commission for adoption. It is staff’s intention to bring these items before the City Commission for adoption April 6th and 13th.  
Additionally staff has attached a draft map of the proposed district for the City Commission’s review and discussion.
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