
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

2016 Heart of America Chapter Annual 
Business Meeting and Education Seminars 

 
Welcome to the 2016 Heart of America Chapter Annual Business Meeting and Education Seminar. 
The Heart of America Chapter is the official state chapter of the International Code Council (ICC) 
and has represented building inspection professionals across the state of Kansas since 1966. With 
membership representing more than 50 Kansas jurisdictions, the Heart of America Chapter can be 
found working for Kansans in every corner of the state. The Chapter provides certified inspectors for 
the Kansas Disaster Assessment Team which conducts damage assessment in Kansas communities 
following catastrophic events. The Chapter has been recognized twice as an ICC Chapter of Merit 
and received the prestigious ICC Chapter of the Year Award in 2008. As an ICC Preferred Provider 
Program Authorized Provider, the Heart of America Chapter has been recognized for excellence for 
our work in the field of construction code education and professional development. The Chapter 
provides support for the code development process at the local, state, and national level, thus are 
recognized as leaders in the field of building inspection and code enforcement. Join us as we 
celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Heart of America Chapter of the International Code Council. 

 

Education Seminars and Program of Events 
 

Wednesday, April 6, 2016 
 

SA-06A        Inspector Skills 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM          6 Hours Code Education/.06 ICC CEU 
 
This seminar addresses the necessary soft skills for success as an inspector—those non-technical 
traits and behaviors that enhance an inspector’s ability to interact with others and to successfully carry 
out their job duties. These include people skills such as effective communication, diplomacy and 
customer service, but also include skills for problem solving, professionalism, integrity, and time 
management. In addition to a solid understanding of the technical provisions of the codes, developing 
appropriate soft skills are essential in pursuing the goal of safe, healthy and durable buildings for the 
community. Developed specifically for construction inspectors in all disciplines, the topics covered are 
equally important to all employees of public service agencies including permit technicians, plan 
reviewers, managers, building officials and fire code officials. The information is also beneficial for 
developing policies and procedures to promote consistent and fair inspection practices while 
improving communications and public relations.  This class is approved for 6 hours Preferred Provider 
accredited education. 
Instructor:  Ron Lynn 
 
 
International Residential Code Significant Changes (2006 to 2012) 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM                6 Hours Code Credit 
 
This seminar will assist participants in implementing the transition from the 2006 International 
Residential Code (IRC) to the 2012 IRC. It will include relevant changes in the 2009 edition as it 
impacts understanding the transition from the 2006 to 2012 codes. This interactive training will focus 
on the key changes presented in the participant material. Small group activities and knowledge 
review will provide ample opportunity for participants to discuss and consider the changes. Upon 
completion, participants will understand the most significant differences between the 2006 IRC and 
the 2012 IRC and identify the applicability of design, plan review and inspection requirements. 
Instructor:  Russ Thornburg 



 
Venting Gas Appliances 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM     3  Hours Mechanical and Plumbing Code Credit 

As anyone who works with gas burning appliances knows, safe, code compliant venting is a life or 
death matter. Increasingly tight dwellings make the science of venting more important than ever. 
Venting has also become increasingly complicated as existing low efficiency equipment is 
replaced with new, high efficiency equipment. It is with decreasing frequency that can you use 
existing vent systems. During this abbreviated version of an extremely popular class, your 
instructor will review the venting requirements for gas appliances, provide you with examples of 
how to properly vent gas appliances, while showing you examples of how not to install vents and 
appliances. This class will be of critical interest to plumbing and mechanical contractors who work 
with gas fuel burning appliances, as well as building inspectors, but will also provide code credit 
and important information for Class A, B, and C contractors, as well as inspectors. 
Instructor: Don West 

Plumbing and Mechanical Contractor’s Guide to the Codes  
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM              3  Hours Mechanical and Plumbing Code Credit 
 
Considering we all work in the permitting and inspection environment almost every day, it's interesting 
that as contractors, we know so little about the world of building inspection. During this class, your 
instructor will explain and discuss the administrative and inspection provisions of the codes we all 
work with. Develop a better understanding of little known but important features and requirements of 
the code, during this course led by an experienced mechanical contractor. You will learn practical 
information designed to help you navigate the codes, permits, and the inspection process, while you 
gain valuable tools for working as a contractor in the code environment. 
Instructor: Don West 

 
Thursday, April 7, 2016 

 
SA-07A        Heart of America Chapter Annual Business Meeting and Election of Officers 
8:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

 
SA-07B        Carbon Monoxide Safety In Our Community 
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM          3 Hours Code Education/.3 ICC CEU 
Who is responsible for the air you breathe on the job or anywhere else, for that matter?   What do you know 
about CO (carbon monoxide)? We have all been carbon monoxide poisoned to some degree and likely will be 
again. We are a combustion culture and we can expect CO to be produced often and from a variety of 
sources. If you doubt this, you have not been measuring carbon monoxide. Our discussions will include: 
•     The buildings and other places where carbon monoxide may be found. 
•     How CO becomes a hazard and harms us 
•     What are the “normal” levels of CO. 
•     How much CO is too much. 
•     What does CO poisoning feel like. 
•     How we can check for low levels of CO poisoning. 
•     How to use a low-level CO detector. 
Awareness may be a matter of life or death – did low level CO exposure trigger heart stress?  What 
is the connection between the air we breathe, combustion and CO. Are we protecting ourselves from 
carbon monoxide? Attendees will receive a $250 (retail price) CO Experts brand, low-level CO 
detector, as well as training on how and when to use it. 
Instructor: Bob Dwyer 
 



 
Analysis of Changes in the 2011 National Electric Code 
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM                3 Hours Electrical Code Credit 
 
Over 5,000 proposals and 2,900 public comments, processed by twenty code making panels, have 
shaped the 2011 NEC® into a code unlike its predecessor. While all of the changes cannot be 
covered in this training event, this course is intended to provide detail into the more significant 
changes adopted into the 2011 National Electrical Code NEC®.  Specific changes can be addressed 
which impact a particular state, region, or jurisdiction. The PowerPoint presentation and the 
coursework provided for this training will ensure maximum exposure to the more significant changes 
and allow for attendees to reference all of the significant changes (with accurate and authoritative 
interpretations) easily after the seminar via the detailed coursework published by IAEI®. This course is 
especially suited for contractors, tradesmen, design professionals and code officials with a “need-to-
know” regarding the latest version of the NEC®. Those attendees will be able to recognize and 
analyze the changes that impact both new and existing electrical installations. The target audience for 
this class is electrical contractors and inspectors, but it will count as code credit for Class A, B, C 
contractors. 
Instructor:  Mike Weaver 
 
Safety Glazing 

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM 

One of the greatest potential sources for injuries (and the resulting lawsuits), in the built environment, 
is glass subject to human impact loads. During this seminar, we will examine in detail, the increasingly 
complex requirements from the 2012 International Building Code and the 2012 International 
Residential Code for glazing in hazardous locations. Get all the information you need to make 
informed, code conforming decisions about this critical area of your construction projects. Your 
instructor, a veteran inspector, will teach you what the code requires and explain all of the exceptions. 
This class will be of interest to Class A, B, and C Contractors, framers, inspectors, and architects. 
Instructor: Russell Thornburg 

 
 
B1-07C         Annual Business Meeting Banquet and Inauguration of Officers 
7:00 PM to 9:00 PM 

 
Friday, April 8, 2016 

 
SA-08A        Healthcare Facilities Provisions of the 2014 National Electrical Code 
9:00 AM to 12:00 PM        3 Hours Code Credit/.3 ICC CEU 
 
This course provides in-depth overview and instruction into the 2014 NEC requirements of Article 
517 and related NEC Articles as they pertain to the electrical provisions for health care facilities. 
Attendees will gain exposure, valuable insight and become familiar with the NEC's Article 517 which 
include provisions for health care facility electrical general requirements, definitions, wiring, and 
protection, essential electrical systems, inhalation anesthetizing locations (basic overview), X-Ray 
installations, communications, signaling and fire alarm systems, and isolated power systems. 
Attendees will have exposure to authoritative information on health care facility electrical installations 
and requirements. The standards are recognized as establishing criteria (among others) to minimize 
hazards associated with electricity within health care facilities. While NFPA 99-2015 will be addressed 
as appropriate during the training, instruction is centered on an overview of the NEC's Article 517 
requirements. This training is well suited for inspectors and plan reviewers working with health care 
facility projects. Instructor: Mike Weaver 

 



 
International Building Code Significant Changes (2006 to 2012) 
9:00 AM to 4:00 PM 6 Hours Code Credit 
 
This course provides an overview of the changes in the 2012 International Building Code. During this 
class we will identify changes in organization of the code, as well as those code requirements which 
have changed, from the perspective of moving from the 2006 edition to the 2012 edition. This course 
uses the Significant Changes to the IBC 2012 Edition as the text and is taught by one of the authors, 
who happens to be one of the most compelling instructors you will ever work with. Upon completion, 
participants will have a clear understanding of the changes to both the format and the content of the 
2012 International Building Code and the changes from the 2006 International Building Code. This 
class will be of greatest interest to Class A and B Contractors, although it is approved for Class C 
Contractor code credit. 
Instructor: Doug Thornburg 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Instructor Biographies 
 
 
 
 

Bob Dwyer 
Bob, a nationally recognized expert in the field of Carbon Monoxide safety and CSME certified Carbon 
Monoxide specialty instructor, brings more than two decades expertise in the fields of combustion 
analysis, carbon monoxide safety, and the influence building pressure on the safe operation of 
combustion equipment. Bob served as Director of the Bacharach Institute of Technical Training for 
13 years, has worked for the Department of Energy, and has provided training to more than 100,000 
technicians. Co-author of “Carbon Monoxide: A Clear and Present Danger”. 

 
Doug Thornburg 
Doug is currently Vice-President and Technical Director of Product Development and Education for 
the International Code Council (ICC) where he provides leadership in the technical development and 
positioning of support products for ICC.  Doug develops and reviews technical products, reference 
books and educational materials relating to the International Codes and their supporting documents 
and provides leadership in the development and implementation of the education and certification 
activities of the Council. Doug continues to develop and present building code seminars nationally and 
has developed numerous educational texts and resource materials.  He was presented with ICC’s 
inaugural recipient of the Brent Snyder Educator of the Year Award in 2008, in recognition of his 
outstanding contributions in education and training and was the recipient of ICBO’s prestigious A.J. 
(Jack) Lund Award in 1996. A graduate of Kansas State University and a registered architect, Doug 
has over three decades experience in building code training and administration, including ten years 
with ICBO, and five years with the City of Wichita, Kansas.  He holds ten ICC certifications and has 
authored a variety of publications, including the IBC Handbook – Fire and Life Safety Provisions and 
the Significant Changes to the International Building Code. 



 
Mike Weaver 
Mike, a Certified Master Electrician, is a Principal of C&M Enterprises in Salina, Kansas, through 
which  he  develops and  presents  electrical  and  safety  based  training  programs  for  contractors, 
tradespeople, and code officials. As a nationally recognized instructor and trainer, he provides 
instruction for the ICC, IAEI, jurisdictions, and private industry. Mike is also an author of a series of 
study guides based on the latest edition of the National Electric Code. 

 
Russell Thornburg 
Russ brings over 30 years of construction and inspection experience, 17 of which have been spent as 
an educator. He works as a Plans Examiner for the Johnson County, Kansas, Building and Codes 
Department. He possesses a BS degree in Religion/English from the University of Mary Hardin-Baylor, 
and a Master of Divinity in Theology/Education from the Southwest Baptist Theological Seminary in 
Texas and received his certification in Building Inspection Technology from North Hennepin 
Community College. Russ has taught both building inspection technology classes at community 
colleges and continuing education seminars for contractors. In his spare time, Russell develops code 
seminars for various municipalities and the Association of Minnesota Building Officials. 
  
Don West 
Don has been the President of Don West Cooling and Heating, Inc., since 1991. A Block Certified 
Master Mechanic, Don has been one of the most popular instructors at the Contractor Licensing 
Seminars for years. Recognized nationally, Don has received the prestigious HARDI Guest Educator 
2009 award for excellence and is a former Adjunct Instructor for Johnson County Community College. 
While Don has a well-deserved reputation for his expertise in the International Mechanical Code and 
the International Fuel Gas Code, he is widely considered one of the nation’s masters in the field of 
venting gas appliances. His unique ability to communicate the requirements of the code makes him 
highly sought after as a speaker. Don serves the Johnson County Contractor Licensing Program as a 
member of the Contractor Licensing Review Board, representing Class D Contractors 
 
Ron Lynn 
Ronald L. Lynn, Director/Building & Fire Official, has been with the Clark County Department of 
Building & Fire Prevention since February 1981. Mr. Lynn frequently lectures on a variety of topics, 
including department administration, legal aspects of building codes, finance and management, 
building codes, building performance standards, and construction issues. Mr. Lynn’s professional 
appointments and alliances range from local to international. He is Past President of the Board of 
Directors of the International Code Council (ICC), served as a member of the Board of Directors of the 
International Accreditation Service, and is currently on the Board of Managers for the ICC Evaluation 
Service, LLC. Additionally, he serves as Chairman for the following organizations: McCarran Airport 
Hazards Area Board of Adjustment; Nevada Earthquake Safety Council; and the Western States 
Seismic Policy Council’s Architecture, Engineering and Construction Committee. He is also a member 
of the Nevada State Hazard Mitigation Planning Steering Committee, and the Nevada Bureau of Mines 
& Geology Advisory Committee. In 2009, Mr. Lynn was recognized by the United States Congress for 
his contributions in building safety. In 2010, he received the Senatorial Commendation for his 
commitment to building safety, energy conservation, and emergency response. Further the Governor 
of Kentucky bestowed upon him the title of Kentucky Colonel for his continuing commitment to the built 
environment; and the Governor of Nevada declared December 9th as Ronald L. Lynn Day. Mr. Lynn 
was honored to receive the 2014 Western States Seismic Policy Council Lifetime Achievement Award. 



Heart of America Chapter 2016 Annual Business 

 Meeting and Education Seminar Registration Form 
All Heart of America Chapter code credit education is accredited by the ICC for Preferred Provider 
Program education, suitable for application to ICC certificate renewal if taken in 2015 or 2016. 
 
Name     _____________________________________________________ 
Jurisdiction     _____________________________________________________ 
Address    _____________________________________________________ 
City/State/Zip   _____________________________________________________ 
E-mail     _____________________________________________________ 
Phone     _____________________________________________________ 
 
Full Conference Registration $190.00   Includes classes, detector and banquet 
 
April 6 Class Only       Class and Handout 

� Inspector Skills: 9:00AM to 4:00PM ($80.00) 
� International Residential Code Significant Changes (2006 to 2012): 09:00AM to 4:00PM ($80.00) 
� Venting Gas Appliances: 9:00AM to 12:00PM ($40.00) 
� Plumbing and Mechanical Contractor’s Guide to the Codes: 1:00PM to 4:00PM ($40.00) 

 
April 7 Class Only       Class, CO detector, lunch, no banquet 

� Carbon Monoxide Safety in Our Community: 1:00PM to 4:00PM ($40.00) 
� Analysis of Changes in the 2011 NEC: 1:00PM to 4:00PM ($40.00) 
� Safety Glazing: 1:00PM to 4:00PM ($40.00) 

 
April 7 ABM Only   No Charge   Meeting only, no lunch 
 
April 8 Class Only       Class Only 
 

� Healthcare Facilities Provisions of the 2014 NEC: 9:00AM to 12:00PM ($40.00) 
� International Building Code Significant Changes (2006 to 2012): 9:00AM to 4:00PM ($80.00) 

 
April 7 Banquet Ticket  $35.00   Quantity   
 
April 7 Lunch    $20.00   Quantity  
 
Total Purchase   $_____ 
  
Please provide a separate registration form for each attendee. This form is for current Heart of 
America Chapter member registration only. Questions? Call Jerry at (913) 715-2211. Chapter 
members may register for the conference and pay with a credit card or check on-line at 
http://hoaicc.haafconsulting.com/ or return this registration form, with payment by mailing to: 
 
 Brian Hunt, Treasurer  

Heart of America Chapter  
21104 W. 125th Street  
Olathe, KS 66061 

 
HOA/KACE Special Hampton Inn Rate 

  

  

 

 

http://hoaicc.haafconsulting.com/
http://hamptoninn.hilton.com/en/hp/groups/personalized/I/ICTSCHX-HOA-20160405/index.jhtml?WT.mc_id=POG



