Can I count on a safe crossing if I
carefully follow the pedestrian
signals?

The signals assign you legal rights in
the intersection. However, it is impor-
tant to be cautious when crossing busy
intersections.

In unsignalized crosswalks, I
often can’t get across the street
without dodging traffic. Can the
City do something about this?

The law in Salina states that a pe-
destrian must choose a proper gap in
traffic to begin his or her way across
the street. Once in the crosswalk, driv-
ers are required to yield to pedestrians
even if that means stopping completely.
This protection is provided to pedestri-
ans only in marked crosswalks at inter-
sections. For all other pedestrian cross-
ings (“jaywalking”), the pedestrian must
yield to all traffic at all times.

The following suggestions are

offered in the interest of safety:

Cross intersections defensively.

When crossing the street, re-
gardless of the availability of sig-
nals, cross as quickly as possi-
ble. Minimize your time in the
roadway.

Always watch for turning vehi-
cles. You have the legal right to
be there, but that doesn’t pro-
tect you from the carelessness of
some motorists.

Other Traffic Informational
Brochures Available:

Avoiding Parking Tickets
Children At Play
Left Turn Traffic Signals
Speed Limits; How Are They Set
Stop Signs
Traffic Safety Tips
Traffic Signal Systems
Traffic Signals

If you have questions, requests or

suggestions concerning traffic,
please call the
Department of Public Works
At: (785) 309-5725
TDD: (785) 309-5747
Website: www.salina-ks.gov
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Many years ago when traffic vol-
umes were much lower than they are
today, pedestrians could take their
cues from the same traffic lights as
motorists. Things are more compli-
cated today, so it isn’t surprising that
questions are frequently asked about
pedestrian signals, which were intro-
duced to improve pedestrian safety.

+ Why do some intersections have
them and others don’t?

+ Pedestrian signals used to say
“Walk” or “Don’t Walk”. What do
the new symbols mean?

+ Why do they always change be-
fore I get across the street?

Why are pedestrian signals
available at some intersections
and not at others?

Pedestrian signals are installed for
two main reasons: a high volume of
foot traffic at an intersection, or the
existing traffic signals directing motor-
ists don’t meet the needs of pedestri-
ans.

For example, some intersections are
laid out at odd angles, and traffic sig-
nals directing motorists don’t meet the
needs of pedestrians.

Shouldn’t pedestrian signals be
available at every intersection?
Wouldn’t that make things safer?

If existing traffic signals meet the
needs of people on foot—the signals are
easy to see and provide plenty of time to
cross safely—there is no need for pedes-
trian signals. Pedestrian signals won’t
improve safety in such cases and are
costly to purchase, install and operate.
However, it is generally the City policy
to install pedestrian signals at traffic
signals where a high volume of people
cross the street.

Why are the words “Walk” and
“Don’t Walk” being replaced by
symbols?

Transportation engineers worldwide
are moving toward the use of symbol
signs in place of word signs because
they are easier for people to compre-
hend in a shorter amount of time. Easily
recognized symbols also accommodate
people who can’t read English.

In the case of pedestrian signals,
both the “word” and “symbol” signs are
currently in use. Here’s what they
mean:

A flashing or steady N
“Don’t Walk” or hand sym-
bol means its too late to

begin crossing. Don’t enter ._
the street, but continue to'!

cross if you have already started.

A “Walk” or walking pe-
destrian symbol means
_ you may begin crossing.

]

Why does it always say “Don’t
Walk” before I’'ve completed
crossing the street?

The flashing “Don’t Walk” or a
flashing hand is a warning to people
who have not yet entered the intersec-
tion that it’s too late to safely cross the
street before the traffic signal changes
allowing cars to proceed. Signals are
timed to allow plenty of time for people
who have already started walking to
safely cross the street.

Is it really necessary for me to
push a button to activate the pe-
destrian signal? Can’t I just
wait for the light to change?

It is important to push the button
to activate the pedestrian signal. The
typical intersection is timed for vehi-
cles rather than pedestrians. If you
don’t activate the pedestrian signal by
pushing the button, the traffic light
won’t give you enough time to safely
cross the street. The button only
needs to be pushed once. Sometimes
the walk light will take longer to come
on, depending on what stage the sig-
nal was in when the button was
pushed.
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