
In 2016, the citizens of Salina voted for 
a sales tax increase to help maintain 
and improve the city streets which 
added $2 million to the annual bud-
get for street repairs. These funds 
are in addition to the $1.7 million in 
sales tax already dedicated to street 
surfacing. These sales tax dollars are 
combined with approximately $1.4 
million annually in fuel tax revenues 
for street improvements. 

This annual funding, totaling more 
than $5.1 million, has enabled the city 
to replace, repair and maintain more 
miles than ever before! The sales tax 
was approved for a 20 year period so 
citizens should notice a considerable, 
positive difference in the condition of 
our streets, and particularly neigh-
borhood streets, over the next sev-
eral years. 

The City’s street maintenance pro-
gram emphasizes preventative main-
tenance first, to avoid reconstruction 
later. Increasing the life of the pave-
ment lowers costs in the long-run. 
Smoother roads properly construct-
ed with a good foundation are safer, 
more comfortable and help reduce 
vehicle maintenance costs. 

The Public Works Department uses a 
number of different surfacing prod-
ucts to extend the life, smoothness 
and performance of the pavement. 
The department has developed a 
database of pavement conditions 
across the city to help select the loca-
tions that will be repaired, as well as 
select the type of repair to be made. 

With your tax dollars, the number 
of streets that receive surface treat-
ments is expanded. And, a good bid-
ding climate allows the City to receive 
excellent prices for the street work 
awarded to contractors. This com-
bination means more miles of work 
done for the money we have available. 
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pardon our dust
The dirt is flying as exciting things are happening in down-
town Salina. We appreciate your patience as we prepare 
for an exciting and completely new downtown streetscape. 

In 2017, the City Commission authorized a development 
agreement between the City of Salina (public investment) 
and Salina 2020 (private investment) outlining the details 
into the Downtown Streetscape Project along Santa Fe Av-
enue from Mulberry Street north to Elm Street, including 
the waterline improvements along Santa Fe Avenue from 
South Street north to Elm Street. 

The streetscape project scope includes new, wider side-
walks, brick inlays, reclaimed brick median, brick cross-
walks, new concrete pavement, large landscape and brick 
areas at each intersection, irrigated planter beds and 
large flower pots, street trees, benches, bicycle racks, and 
trash receptacles. Additionally, the project will include 
major enhancements to the four downtown plaza’s, addi-
tional brick crosswalks, colored lighting on the overhead 
structures, and lighting and sidewalk improvements to 
Mulberry Street. 

Contracted work began in April and will continue through 
November 2019. A timeline of some contractual require-
ments is below. 

Downtown businesses are open and ready for you! A big 
part of this project is ensuring that downtown is accessi-

ble as possible. In addition to the staff of Salina Downtown 
Inc. and the City, Rick Brown of Smoky Hill Construction 
is assigned as a full time public relations contact for the 
downtown streetscape project. His office is located down-
town at 147 S. 4th Street and can be reached by e-mail at 
PR@smokyhillconst.com or by phone at (785) 819-6313. If 
you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate 
to reach out.

Anchors Away
Salina’s downtown revitalization efforts kicked off in 
2017 with the completion of the Salina Fieldhouse, bring-
ing thousands of new visitors to the community. 2018 is 
just as exciting, with the downtown Streetscape Project 
breaking ground and many of the new downtown an-
chor tenants starting construction. This once-in-a-gen-
eration surge in redevelopment includes about $105 
million in private funding; $17.7 million in public funds; 
$19.1 million in state-issued STAR bonds; $9.2 million 
in Community Improvement District sales tax funds, 
and $4.9 million in Tax Increment Financing property 
tax funds. None of this would be possible without the 
thoughtful planning and heartfelt commitment of the 
community. Not since the opening of Schilling Air Force 
Base has the community seen such a project of signifi-
cant magnitude; building a stronger downtown creates 
new economic development opportunities, more em-
ployers, increased tax dollars, and a brighter future for 
generations to come.

Streetscape Timeline: May 2018 – January 2019 

April June 

Mulberry St. to Walnut St.: 
North Bound Lane Closed.  

Mulberry St. to Walnut St.: 
South Bound & Center Lane 

Closed. 

October 
2019 

December 

Construction in plazas: work 
in these areas will be adjusted 
to address holiday activities. 

* This schedule is subject to change based on the dynamic nature of the project, for the most up to
date project information visit www.salina-ks.gov/santafe 

*Sidewalk corridors (of at least 5 ft) to remain open to all businesses.

Ash St. to Elm St.: North 
Bound Lane Closed. 

Ash St. to Elm St.: South 
Bound & Center Lane 

Closed. 

August 

Diggin’ on downtown

Streetscape Timeline: May 2018 – January 2019

*	 This schedule is subject to change based on the dynamic nature of the project.
*	 For the most up to date project information visit salina-ks.gov/downtown
*	 Sidewalk corridors (of at least 5 ft) to remain open to all businesses.
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Salina FieldHouse 
Completed – 2017: The Salina Fieldhouse is a 68,500 square 
foot indoor sports facility located in downtown Salina and 
is capable of hosting a variety of athletic events includ-
ing league play, tournaments, team practices, camps, and 
clinics in multiple sports. This dynamic and unique facility 
brings economic development and first rate sports facili-
ties to the community. It was financed through a public and 

private partnership that included 
Salina Regional Health Center, the 
City and New Market Tax Credits. 
Private donations totaled $4.5 mil-
lion of the $11.8 million total facility 
cost. To date, the Fieldhouse has 
brought an additional $924,000 in 
spending to our community.

THE ALLEY CONCEPT RENDERING FROM ASH STREET LOOKING NORTHEAST/ 7 DEC 2017 1--i SHELDEN
A RC HITECTURE 

SALINA, KS 

Homewood Suites Hotel 
Anticipated Completion – Summer 2019: To accommodate 
the anticipated increase in out-of-town visitation, a $7.9 
million, 114- room Homewood Suites by Hilton hotel will 
be at the intersection of Santa Fe Avenue and  Mulberry 
Street. The all-suites hotel will also include meeting space 
and a full service restaurant. The hotel will be developed 
by Lighthouse Properties, LLC, which owns, operates 

and has developed numerous successful and 
award-winning hotel properties in Kansas and 
Missouri such as The Raphael Hotel on the 
Country Club Plaza in Kansas City, Missouri 
and The Homewood Suites by Hilton at The 
Waterfront in Wichita, Kansas.

The Alley – Entertainment Center
Anticipated Completion – Summer 2019: Located at the 
intersection of 5th Street and Ash Street will be a 40,000 
square foot family entertainment center that offers a di-
verse array of indoor entertainment including a bowling 
center with 20 standard bowling lanes and a 6-lane “bou-
tique” specialty bowling facility, game room and video ar-
cade, laser tag, concessions, a full-service bar and restau-
rant, and meeting space. 

Old Chicago Pizza

Anticipated Completion – Winter 
2018: The Old Chicago franchise 
has been granted by Craftworks 
Restaurants & Breweries for the 
developer to build and operate an 
upscale casual dining restaurant 
with inside seating for 266 people 
and an outdoor dining area for 24 
people along the sidewalk at 214 S. 
Santa Fe Avenue. The project will 
include the full renovation of the 
existing interior, including the up-
graded electrical, mechanical and 
plumbing systems. 
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Capital improvement projects
2018 - 2020
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The annual budget establishes the 
annual work plan for the City and 
matches resources available (rev-
enues) to service priorities (ap-
proved expenditures). Adjusted 
for fund consolidations, the 2018 
budget anticipates 2018 operating, 
capital, and debt service expenses 
of $89,712,152, plus $24,405,781 
for internal transfers and reserves. 
Operating expense is planned for 

$68,056,112. The budget authoriz-
es 476 staff positions, 1 more than 
2017. The largest expenditures are 
for Public Safety (Police, Fire) ser-
vices at 17% of available resources, 
followed by Utilities (Water, Waste-
water) at 11%. Budgeted operating 
reserves are targeted at 13% of to-
tal resources (18% of operating ex-
penses). The chart below provides a 
graphic view of resource allocation.

Current year revenues are projected 
to be $90,529,554. The largest 

component of the reve-
nue stream are fees 

and charges (36% of 
available resourc-
es), followed at 
some distance by 
sales taxes (20%) 
and property 
taxes (11%). The 
property tax mill 

levy rate is estab-
lished at 26.139 mills 

for 2017 compared to 
27.603 mills for 2016, a 

decrease of 5.6%. 

2018 BUDGET-IN-BRIEF

The City of Salina Parks and Recreation 
Department is creating a Master Plan 
to set goals and benchmarks for the 
future of our parks and sports facili-
ties. Input provided by our citizens will 
directly influence future attractions 
at Kenwood Cove, destination play-
grounds and upgrades to our existing 
sports complexes. The Master Plan will 
be complete this spring with the over-
all vision to continue to improve the 
spaces where our community mem-
bers go to make connections, enjoy 
the outdoors and participate in recre-
ational activities. Improving our parks 
and facilities leads to improved physi-
cal, economic and community activity. 

The plan process includes indepen-
dent analysis of our parks and facil-

ities, our programming, our agree-
ments with outside agencies, staff 
interviews, public input meetings, 
and public surveys. The final plan 
will show our strengths and areas 
for improvement. It will evaluate 
our fees to make sure they are ap-
propriate for our community, suffi-
cient to cover maintenance to keep 
our parks looking great, and address 
future parks or facilities needs. Rec-
ommendations will then be made to 
the City Commission based on citi-
zen preferences, park system needs, 
and citizen access to quality parks 
and facilities. 

Visit salina-ks.gov/parksand 
recreation-masterplan for more  
information.

Shaping Your Access to Nature, Health & Wellness
Parks and Recreation Master Plan: Fieldhouse 

Activities:  
Building Momentum
 
Just like the weather outside, the 
Salina Fieldhouse is heating up 
with activities. Since opening in 
July, the momentum has been 
building and exciting things are 
happening. 

•	We now have all of our fall and 
winter leagues under one roof! 
Adult volleyball and basketball, 
High School Futsal, Youth Rec-
reational Basketball and 3-on-3 
basketball all now call the Field-
house home. 

•	 In January, over 55 youth teams 
came to town to participate in 
the Mid America Youth Basket-
ball (MAYB) tournament. This is 
up significantly from the first 
tournament with eight teams 
coming to try out the new facil-
ity. The USSSA Midwest Region-
al Basketball tournament will 
be coming to town this summer 
as well as many more MAYB 
tournaments. 

•	Heart of America volleyball has 
booked two tournament dates. 

•	 The very first Daddy-Daughter 
Date Night launched in February. 

•	 The Fieldhouse currently hosts 
the Winter Farmer’s Market on 
the first and third Tuesday of 
each month (Oct-Mar). 

•	 Four brand new leagues will 
start later this year: adult in-
door soccer and youth fall vol-
leyball, competitive basketball, 
and 3v3 indoor soccer. 

Salina Parks and Recreation has 
over 130 teams participating in 
leagues at the Fieldhouse. The 
future looks bright for tourna-
ment growth which will keep our 
downtown busy!

Stay up to date with news, events 
and information by visiting  
salinafieldhouse.com or texting 
FIELDHOUSE to 81680.

2018 Budgeted 
Expenditures
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Smoky Hill River Renewal:
Changing the Face of Salina 
Significant progress has been made in advancing the Smoky Hill River 
Renewal from an idea to reality. Through extensive public outreach and 
multiple steering committee meetings, the City adopted 2010 Master 
Plan has been refined. Refinements include “right sizing” the project 
to fit with the current downtown improvements, as well as the current 
adjacent land uses.

The Smoky Hill River Renewal benefits the citizens and community in a 
variety of economic and social benefits such as:

•	 Transforms an eyesore to a 
city asset.

•	 Invigorates downtown and 
river neighborhoods.

•	 Spurs redevelopment and 
reinvestment in the city’s 
historic core, including the river.

•	 Creates new recreational 
and community quality of life 
amenities.

•	 Bike and walking trails for 
recreation and commuting.

•	 Enhances community’s 
appeal and living and working 
conditions for the next 
generation workforce.

•	 Creates a destination near 
downtown for citizens and 
visitors to enjoy shopping, 
dining and entertainment 
along the river.

•	 Improved health and water 
quality of the river and 
restoration of the natural 
ecosystem.

•	 Canoe and kayak access for 
recreational opportunities.

•	 Improved bridges for vehicular 
and pedestrian traffic.

•	 Safer pedestrian roadway 
crossing near river channel.

 

Visit salina-ks.gov/riverenewal for more information.

H&H

Analyses

Water Supply 
+ Rights

Geotechnical

Survey Crews
at Structures

Design
Charrette #1

Design
Charrette #2

Survey Crews 
in Channel

Alternatives
Selection

Memo

10% Plans

2017
Conceptual Design

6



* Schedule is tentative and subject to change.

Tree Survey

Drone Survey

Field Data 
Collection

Bridge 
Plans

Alternatives
Selection

Memo

10% Plans

1135 Feasibility 
Study Kickoff

Right-of-Way
Plans

Urban Walk
Plans

Environmental

Geotechnical

Basis of Design
Memo

Right-of-Way
Acquisition

Property Line  
Survey

30% Natural
Channel Plans

Final Plans 
& Specs

Construction
Begins

Project
Completion

Natural
Channel Plans

Construction 
Preparation

1135 Feasibility
Study

Permits

2017
Conceptual Design

2018
Preliminary Design

2019
Final Design & ROW

2020 - 2022
Construction
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The Former Schilling Air Force Base 
(SAFB) was originally built in 1942 
and remained in service until 1966 
when the base closed. After closure, 
the United States transferred owner-
ship of the land and buildings at the 
former SAFB to the Salina Airport Au-
thority, U.S.D. 305, the City of Salina, 
and K-State Polytechnic (Public Enti-
ties). The Public Entities have used 
their respective properties for the 
Salina Regional Airport and for gov-
ernmental, commercial, and educa-
tional activities.

The military activities caused impacts 
to the environment and potentially to 
public health. The former SAFB site is 
known to contain areas of extensive 
soil and groundwater contamina-
tion, which is the result of the use 
and disposal of chlorinated solvents 
(trichloroethylene or TCE) during mil-
itary operations. The TCE was used 
as a degreaser to wash aircraft and 
weapons. 

For over a decade, the Public Enti-
ties have worked together to ensure 
the TCE contamination of soil and 
groundwater is properly character-
ized and removed. In 2013, the Dra-
gun Corporation was hired by the 
City to provide technical services to 
determine the locations, depths, and 
concentrations of the contaminants, 
to develop alternatives to clean-up 
the contamination, and recommend 
a feasible and effective clean-up plan.

Since 2013, the Dragun Corporation 
has:

•	 Completed field investigations 
and developed a clean-up plan to 
prevent the contamination from 
reaching the City’s public water 
supply wellfield.

•	 Completed field testing at residen-
tial, industrial and commercials 
facilities. It was determined the 
TCE vapors, migrating through the 
soil and cracks in structure floors 

where people reside, work, and go 
to school, are at levels that human 
health and the environment are 
not at immediate risk. 

•	 Completed field investigations and 
developed a clean-up plan to pre-
vent exposure to anyone entering 
the ditch, creek, or river where 
this surface water may flow.

The results of the field investigations, 
clean-up alternatives, and recom-
mended clean-up plan will be sub-
mitted to the Kansas Department 
of Health and Environment (KDHE). 
The KDHE will prepare a Corrective 
Action Decision stating the clean-up 
alternative to be implemented. Im-
plementation of the clean-up plan 
will follow receiving funding from the 
U.S. Government. 

Groundwater Contamination Clean-up  
at the Former Schilling Air Force Base

Protecting Your Public  
Health and the Environment

Employment 
Opportunities at  
the City of Salina
Are you or someone you know 
looking for an organization that 
offers competitive pay, excellent 
benefits, job stability, growth 
opportunities, and meaningful 
work? The City of Salina offers a 
wide variety of career opportu-
nities. There are 12 different de-
partments, and 198 different job 
classifications. The education and 
requirements vary for each open-
ing, but range from entry level 
and no education up to advanced 
degrees and certifications with 
many years of technical experi-
ence. 

In addition to the full and part-
time openings, the City of Sali-
na also hires approximately 350 
additional seasonal employees. 
These individuals might lifeguard 
and maintain our water park, 
Kenwood Cove; officiate softball, 
baseball, basketball and soc-
cer games at our sports venues; 
teach art or exercise classes; and 
plant flowers and mow grass in 
our amazing parks.

All employment opportunities are 
posted on the City of Salina’s web-
site and include position descrip-
tions and pay rates. Job openings 
are also advertised in the news-
paper and may appear on a va-
riety of other websites. If individ-
uals want to apply for City jobs, 
these can be accessed by going 
to the website (salina-ks.gov) and 
clicking on the Human Resources 
Department link found in the City 
Departments menu, or by clicking 
on the “Job Openings” icon on the 
front page of the website. 

Applications are only accepted for 
positions that are open. If citizens 
or job seekers prefer to have the 
openings texted to them, they 
can text CITYJOBS to 81680. (Mes-
sage or data rates may apply.) 
Consider the City of Salina for 
meaningful career opportunities! 
salina-ks.gov/employment-op-
portunities

X    Target completion date
■   Completed Task

2018 2019 2020

TASK ITEM SUMMARY Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Remedial investigation Report - Field Investigations ■

Groundwater Modeling ■

Feasibility Study - Clean-up Alternatives X
Recommended Clean-up Plan X
Corrective Action Decision X
Negotiation/Mediation with US Government X
Design of Clean-up Plan X
Award Contract for Clean-up Plan X
Implementation of Clean-up Plan

CLean-up duration - Multiple Years
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Some of the more notable 
improvements made this past  
year include: 

•	 Streamlined processes related to 
the Smoky Hill River Festival

•	 Reduced employee health care costs 
without increasing financial risks

•	 Converted the Prosecution and 
Probation office from processing 
by paper to all electronic 

•	 Repurposed an existing ambulance 
chassis to accommodate two new 
air fill stations, cascades, and 
control panel

•	 Simplified the chemical injections 
process that maintains water 
quality at Kenwood Cove

•	 Increased capacity by eliminating 
the need to physically adjust gates 
on six individual flow boxes for two 
final clarifiers at the Waste Water 
Treatment Plant

•	 Reduced costs of APCO training for 
911 dispatchers

•	 Increased capacity by reducing 
the amount of time police officers 
spend responding to false alarms 

Continuous Process Improvement: Creating a Legacy

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) administers the Na-
tional Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) 
to encourage communities to adopt 
floodplain management ordinances. 
The owners of property located in the 
floodplain are required to purchase 
flood insurance if they have a feder-
ally insured mortgage. According to 
FEMA, property in a floodplain has at 
least a one percent chance of being 
flooded in any given year, or a 26 per-
cent chance of being flooded during 
the term of a 30-year mortgage. 

Rates for flood insurance are set by 
FEMA and are based on a property’s 
hazard zone designation found on 
the floodplain map. Dwellings built 

above the flood level are generally 
not required to carry flood insurance, 
while buildings built below the flood 
level pay more for flood insurance. 

The federal program for replacing old 
and outdated paper maps with digi-
tal versions began in 2006. Replacing 
decades-old data with information 
generated by aerial laser surveys and 
new computer models is intended to 
allow FEMA to more precisely identify 
and map flood-prone areas. The dig-
ital maps will be easier to access by 
the public, easier to read and easier 
to update in the future. 

Current Salina floodplain maps were 
adopted in 1986 and were outdat-

ed. The process of updating flood 
maps for Salina and Saline County is 
now complete with the boundaries 
of many flood-prone areas within 
the city of Salina being revised. More 
accurate mapping means potential 
decreased insurance premiums for 
many citizens, increased property 
values and allowing our community 
to better prepare for and respond to 
future flooding.

The new floodplain maps went into 
effect on April 18, 2018. The public 
may view the final maps in our offic-
es at the City-County Building, 300 
W. Ash, Room 205, or you can view a 
map on the Maps Page of the City’s 
website at salina-ks.gov/map.

floodplain: maps updated 

The purpose of the City’s Continuous Process Improvement (CPI) 
initiative is to reduce costs, eliminate waste, and free up resourc-
es that improve services to you! Applying LEAN Principles often 
used by the most efficient private sector businesses, Salina is cre-
ating a legacy of excellence that benefits every one of us. 
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Text DOWNTOWN to 81680 for a chance to win two tickets to the HAIRBALL 
concert, where you’ll hear the spot-on sounds of Journey, Queen, Mötley 
Crüe, Van Halen and many more all in one night and live on stage at Tony’s 
Pizza Events Center! (For concert information visit tonyspizzaeventscenter.
com. Tickets are available through the Tony’s Pizza Events Center Box 
Office, online, and by calling 888-826-7469.)

Other prizes in the package include: Fieldhouse drop-in passes, Kenwood 
Cove Aquatic Park passes, Smoky Hill Museum Store gifts, a Friends of the 
Museum membership and more!

Double your chances of winning by liking our contest post that is pinned to 
the top of our Facebook page! 

One entry will be randomly selected and announced through the text list and 
on Facebook by 5 p.m. on 6/6/18. Individuals may unsubscribe at any time 
from the text list, which is used to communicate Downtown Streetscape 
Project updates (events, contests, construction, project progress). 

Message and data rates may apply. The contest is in no way sponsored,  
endorsed or administered by, or associated with Facebook.
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Articles were written by City Staff.

Members of the Salina City Com-
mission are always interested in 
your comments and suggestions 
on city services and policies.

Each Commissioner welcomes 
letters, telephone calls or emails. 
Write them at P.O. Box 736, Sa-
lina, KS 67402-0736 or email at 
citycommission@salina.org. Com-
missioner’s phone numbers are 
listed below:

Karl Ryan		  825-4242 
Trent Davis		  823-0287 
Mike Hoppock 	 493-5350 
Melissa Hodges	 825-6218 
Joe Hay, Jr.		  452-8358

Questions  
or comments?

Call the City Manager’s Office 
at 309-5700

City Commissioners 
want to hear  
from you

•	 Accessibility Advisory Board
•	Youth Member*

•	 Board of Zoning Appeals
•	Citizen-at-Large within City 

Limits
•	Youth Member*

•	 Building Advisory Board
•	Licensed Mechanical Contractor
•	Youth Member*

•	 Business Improvement District 
Design Review
•	Property Owner within the 

Business Improvement District

•	 Human Relations Commission
•	Youth Member*

•	 Planning Commission
•	Youth Member*

•	 Solid Waste Management 
Committee
•	3rd Class City Representative
•	Citizen-at-Large within City 

Limits
•	Youth Member*

 

Juniors & Seniors Welcome!

Current Volunteer Board Openings

Contest: Win $150 Worth of Prizes


