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· M ISS ION STATE-
MENT:  “Our Mission is 
to encourage and pro-
mote safe, quality devel-
opment & construction 
in the City of Salina.” 

 
· PME Meeting: The next 

meeting of the Plumbing, 
Mechanical and Electri-
cal Contractors will be 
THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 
2008 (not Wednesday)   
at 7:00 pm in Room 107 
of the City County Build-
ing. 

  
· BUILDING ADVISORY 

BOARD meeting sched-
ule:  May 13, June 10, 
July 8.  All meetings are 
at 4:00 p.m. in Room 107 
of the City/County Build-
ing. 

 
· W E L C O M E . . . L i n d a 

Crawford is the new 
Administrative Assistant 
for the Planning Divi-
sion.    
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Building Safety Week has been proclaimed across 
America since 1980. It is an opportunity for code offi-
cials, designers and contractors to join together to re-
mind the public about the essential role that building 
safety and fire codes play in everyday life, a role that is 
usually taken for granted.  This year, the theme for 
Building Safety Week is Building Safety: Where You 
Live, Work and Play. The message that we want to get 
out to our citizens is that building safety is important 
wherever you go in the built environment, including our 
homes.  

Last year, the city adopted new requirements for contractor licensing, recognizing 
that there is a public expectation that contractors should be knowledgeable and com-
petent. It would be virtually impossible for code officials to do their jobs if they 
were not working with competent men and women who are diligently engaged in 
constructing and maintaining safe buildings. We simply cannot be everywhere to 
see everything, however we take every opportunity to assure the public that we have 
great contractors working in our community. By the same token, we need your as-
sistance in helping us to educate the average man or woman on the street as to the 
importance of construction codes in public safety and the role that building and fire 
inspectors play in assuring that those codes are consistently and carefully applied. 
 
During Building Safety Week, the City of Salina Building Services staff will be 
hosting an Open House.  We hope this will provide an opportunity for our citizens 
to meet and greet the staff that works on their behalf to support safe construction 
and buildings in Salina.  Throughout this recognition week, we ask that you take the 
opportunity to mention to your friends and neighbors that you support the idea of 
building safety and fire codes and the folks whose job it is to oversee them. Also, 
please invite them and their families to attend our Open House on Tuesday, 
May 6 and Thursday, May 8th from 5:30-7:30 each evening,  and get to know 
our staff and the services we provide.  We will have refreshments and door 
prizes.  
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KEEP IT CLEAN!  

Reminder to all contractors:  Please keep your construction sites clean.  
This includes removal of construction debris and trash, as well as mowing of  
grass and weeds, throughout the construction period.   THANKS! 
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New Checklist for       
Commercial Final                

Inspections  
 
Depending on the scope of work 
included in a building permit, there 
may only be a few required interim 

inspections or there may be many; however, all build-
ing permits require a final inspection to be performed 
and approved in order to either issue a Certificate of 
Occupancy (if required) or to close out the permit.    
 
We often receive inquiries from contractors asking 
what we inspect at the time of the final inspection.    In 
an effort to furnish the general  contractor with an idea 
of what to expect during a final inspection and to also 
assure that code requirements are being applied consis-
tently,  staff has devised a “Final Inspection Check-
list” .  If you would like a copy of the checklist, please 
go to the city website at  www.salina-ks.gov, click on 
Departments, Building Services,  then on Forms or 
request one directly from our office.  The checklist is 
thorough, but it may not contain all requirements spe-
cific to a particular project since every project is unique 
and some projects may have customized requirements 
associated with them.   
 
This checklist will be used most often for additions, 
new buildings, and major renovations. At the conclu-
sion of the inspection, the general contractor will be 
given a copy of the checklist.  The checklist is not a 
substitute for a temporary or final Certificate of Occu-
pancy but rather a tool to more efficiently communicate 
specific information or requirements about your con-
struction project.  

Did You Know? 
Fire extinguishers required             
on the Job Site 
 
The Fire Code requires fire extin-
guishers on construction job sites.  
This requirement is enforced by the 

Salina Fire Department, and has been a code requirement 
for many years.  Section 1415 of the 2003 International 
Fire Code states: 
Structures under construction, alteration, or demolition 
shall be provided with not less than one approved port-
able fire extinguisher in accordance with Section 906 and 
sized for not less than ordinary hazard as follows: 
 
1. At each stairway on all floor levels where combustible 

materials have accumulated.  
2. In every storage and construction shed. 
3. Additional portable fire extinguishers shall be pro-

vided where special hazards exist including, but not 
limited to, the storage and use of flammable and com-
bustible liquids. 

 
Portable extinguishers must be rated for the hazards 
protected. Section 906 and NFPA 10, the applicable 
standard for portable fire extinguishers, contain informa-
tion on fire extinguisher ratings. Other circumstances un-
der which the fire code official may require additional 
extinguishers include: workers using open-flame devices, 
flammable or combustible liquids, welding or cutting 
equipment or painting equipment for applying flammable 
or combustible finishes during both construction and 
demolition.  For further information or answers to your 
questions, please contact the Salina Fire Department, 
Fire Prevention Division, at 826-7340. 

We know that most of you would rather not deal with 
paperwork and that once you get your building permit 
you just want to build it; after all, that’s what you were 
hired to do.  However, the responsibility of being a gen-
eral contractor also includes scheduling a final inspec-
tion and obtaining approval to occupy the newly con-
structed or created space.  If you have completed a pro-
ject but not requested the final inspection yet, please 
give us a call.  If you would like a report listing permits 
that bear your name as general contractor, please contact 
Building Services for a copy of that report.  Building 
Services performs periodic audits of our permit records 
and we do send letters asking you to let us know the 
status of a particular permit.  If you receive a letter from 
us, please respond to that letter and let us know what’s 

going on with your projects.  It is possible that you may 
need to request an extension of your permit before it 
expires, or perhaps you are ready for a final inspection.   
The general contractor listed on a building permit is re-
sponsible for obtaining all of the required inspections or 
confirming that those inspections have been performed 
and approved.  Final inspections for commercial build-
ing permit projects usually require participation of staff 
representing multiple city departments.  In order to no-
tify, prepare and coordinate with all involved city staff,  
a notice of 48 hours should be given by the general con-
tractor requesting the final inspection.  A final inspec-
tion request for residential new home construction and 
major residential renovations should be made 24 hours 
in advance.   
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�   How long is a permit application valid?   

� �   A building permit application is valid for 180 days 
from the date of submittal, unless an extension of that ap-
plication period is granted by the Building Official, as a 
result of the written request of the permit applicant prior to 
the end of the first 180 days.  If an application does not 
result in permit issuance within 180 days and an extension 
has not been granted, the permit will be withdrawn as an 
expired permit.  If a plan review was completed and then 
the application expires and did not result in an issued per-
mit,  there will be a fee charged for the plan review equal 
to 20% of the calculated permit fee.   
 

�� Does a lavatory faucet, provided with safety stops to 
limit the temperature of hot water dispensed from the 
faucet, meet the requirements of UPC section 414.1 for 
limiting the temperature of hot water in public lavato-
ries? 

�  No. The proper setting of these stops is dependent 
upon the setting of the thermostat on the water heater. If 
the water heater temperature is turned up, there will be a 
corresponding increase in the temperature of the water 
dispensed by the faucet unless the stops are reset. Conse-
quently the temperature of the water is still being con-
trolled by the water heater control, which is prohibited by 
this section. The only type of faucet that would be accept-
able to meet the requirement would be one that is thermo-
statically controlled. Otherwise, the water temperature 
must be regulated by a mixing valve. If a mixing valve is 
to be used to meet the requirements, please remember that 
all mixing valves are not the same. Some valves are distri-
bution valves, some are point-of-use valves and some can 
be used in either application. If the valve is intended to be 
installed at the faucet location, please be sure that it is a 
point-of-use or combination valve.    
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�   Is intermediate blocking required in cantilevered                  
floor joists? 

�    Yes.   IRC section 502.7 requires lateral support for 
the ends of floor joists, but in our local seismic zone 
does not require intermediate supports. However, floor 
cantilevers are also subject to the requirements of sec-
tion R502.3.3 and Table R502.3.3(2). Footnote (g) of 
the Table requires that solid blocking must be provided 
at the cantilever support. Please be mindful that we do 
require the installation of this blocking on cantilevered 
floors constructed of dimensional lumber. It is accept-
able to omit a block to allow for the installation of duct 
work. Cantilevers in truss and manufactured joist floors 
must be installed per the manufacturer’s installation in-
structions.   
 

��    Is it permissible to use medium sweep bends in 
fixture vent piping that is located below the rim of the 
fixture? 

�    Maybe. Strictly speaking, UPC section 905.3 re-
quires that changes in direction of vent pipe located be-
low the rim of the fixture served must be made by the 
use of appropriate drainage fittings. This would mean 
that 90 degree bends installed in a vertical to horizontal 
or horizontal to horizontal orientation would have to be 
a long sweep radius. However, our inspectors are en-
couraged to use discretion when the piping is installed in 
a location with a minimum amount of clearance and to 
permit the use of medium sweeps in lieu of long sweeps. 
This would be the exception rather than the rule. The 
same section would prohibit the use of a sanitary tees 
laid on its back as a vent fitting if it is located below the 
rim of the fixture.   

All You Have To Do Is Ask! 
Please submit your question via e-mail to: 
building.services@salina.org  

 
We will be happy to answer it!  
And we might include it in our 

next newsletter! 

Sign Up to Keep Up! 
Would you like to know what’s going on with the build-
ing codes, the Building Advisory Board, or the Planning 
Commission? You can subscribe to this information by 
going to our website at www.salina-ks.gov, click on 
Mailing Lists and make your choice.  Email notices will 
be sent to you related specifically to your chosen topics. 
 



Development Services  
300 West Ash Street ¨  P.O. Box 736 
Salina, Kansas 67402-0736 
TELEPHONE (785) 309-5715  
FAX (785) 309-5713 
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Building Services and 
Planning have their own web 
pages, accessible from the 
City’s Homepage.  Other city 
departments also have infor-
mation available on this web-
site. To view a specific depart-
ment web page, click on De-
partments.  The website con-
tains a variety of useful infor-
mation including forms, fees, 
local code amendments, past 
newsletters, informational 
brochures and public meeting 
agendas.    
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TIME TO RENEW YOUR NEWSLETTER SUBSCRIPTION 
 

To continue receiving this newsletter via regular mail, please complete and return this 
subscription renewal form by June 1, 2008.  If you do not return the renewal form, 
your name will be removed from the subscription list.  One of the most important rea-
sons for returning a renewal form is to assure that we have a current mailing address so 
that you receive information related to construction and development in Salina.   
 
If you would like to access this newsletter online, in lieu of receiving it by mail, you can 
do so by going to the city website at www.salina-ks.gov, click on Departments, Building 
Services, Newsletter.  The newsletter is posted to the website within one week of publica-
tion in the months of April, August and December.     
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Subscriber Name __________________________   Company Name ________________________ 
 
Mailing Address __________________________  City, State, Zip  _________________________ 
 
Work category (check all that apply)   ___Plumbing      ___Mechanical      ___Electrical  
 
  ___Solid Fuel      ___Building Contractor    ___Design Professional       ___Other 
 

Mail or deliver form to: 
Newsletter Subscription, City of Salina-Development Services 
300 W. Ash, Room 201, Salina, KS  67401 

 
Remember:  No Form = No Newsletter 


