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· MISSION STATEMENT:  

“Our Mission is to encourage 
and promote safe, quality devel-
opment and construction in the 
City of Salina.” 

 
····    PME MEETING:  The Plumb-

ing, Mechanical & Electrical 
Contractors meeting is held 
quarterly in March, June, Sep-
tember and December usually on 
the first  Wednesday or Thurs-
day at 7:00 p.m. in Rm. 107 of 
the City-County Building.    

 

· BUILDING ADVISORY 
B O A R D  M E E T I N G 
DATES:   

  January 8 
  February 12 
  March 11  
  April 8 
  May 13 
  June 10 

   
BAB Meetings are at 4:00 p.m. in 
Rm.  107 of the City County Build-
ing at 300 W. Ash 
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Happy  
Winter! 

    I would like to introduce myself as the newest staff member 
in the Developmental Services Department.  I am Gary Hobbie 
and have most recently lived in the Russell, Kansas area where 
I was the city manager for seven years.  My wife and I are 
originally  from the Concordia Kansas area and in 1973, after 
spending two years in Technical Drafting training in Goodland 
Kansas, we moved back to Concordia to work with my father 
in the building construction business.   
    I started my planning and zoning work as a volunteer com-
mittee member in Concordia in the mid 1970’s, working with 
Mike Peterson, a former Building Official in Salina.  In 1985 

my wife and I moved back to Goodland as I became the instructor at the Northwest 
Kansas Area Vocational Technical school in the Carpentry program.  I introduced 
building codes, contractor testing and planning information in the school carpentry pro-
gram and continued my involvement with the City’s Building Advisory Committee and 
Zoning Board of Appeals.  In 1991 I was asked to take over the building inspection, 
planning and zoning departments at the City of Goodland, and I worked in that depart-
ment until 1996 when I moved to Stockton, Kansas to become the city manager.     
     In 1998 we were asked to move to Belleville, Kansas where I became the city man-
ager and I also continued work with my utility background in the natural gas distribu-
tion and wholesale gas business.  In 2000 I applied and was accepted to become the 
city manager in Russell, soon after the power plant explosion and fire.  I worked on 
multiple community development projects and am very proud of our progress over the 
past seven years in that community. 
     As time went on it was our desire to move to a larger community, where I could 
continue working in the construction and development areas of municipal government; 
and to also be closer to our daughter and her husband who live in Wichita.   In Septem-
ber 2007, I applied for and was accepted as the Director of Community Development 
Services for the city of Salina.   
     I started work on November 1, 2007 and I am getting to know the staff and the op-
erations of the Building Services, Planning and Zoning, and Neighborhood Services 
divisions of the Development Services Department.  I have already met several con-
tractors, developers, design professionals and other members of the development com-
munity.   I look forward to building a positive partnership with them, city staff and all 
of our citizens as we continue to build our community here in Salina. 
     Please let me know if I can be of assistance to you! 

 

REMINDER  - Due to the recent ice storm, many of you will be performing roof re-
pairs.  Permits and inspections are not required for roof repairs which only involve 
replacement of the roof covering.  However if the repairs will involve the structural 
components of the building then a permit and inspection is required.  An owner/
occupant can perform those repairs on his home, otherwise a licensed contractor is re-
quired to perform those repairs, whether or not a permit is required.      
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THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW 
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As you are estimating jobs for the New Year, please keep 
in mind that the City Commission approved the adoption 
of the latest Valuation Table published by the Interna-
tional Code Council, for use by Building Services in de-
termining valuation amounts for new buildings in 2008.   
Most of the square foot values went up, meaning that the 
calculated valuations used in determining building permit 
fees will also rise, resulting in a corresponding increase in 
building permit fees. The new Valuation Table was in-
cluded in the August newsletter and is available on Build-
ing Services’ webpage. This table goes into effect on 
January 1, 2008. 
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The Building Advisory Board and the City Commission 
have been busy the last several months modifying local 
codes in order to tailor them to the needs of our commu-
nity. The three changes recently approved are:  
· Section 600.5 of the 2002 NEC (Electric Code) was 

amended to no longer require the installation of a 
dedicated circuit for entry signage or outline lighting 
in new construction unless such fixtures are to actu-
ally be installed.  

· Section 412.2.3 of the International Building Code 
(IBC) was changed to no longer require sloped floors 
inside of aircraft hangars 

· Section 1204.1 of the IBC was amended to no longer 
require the mandatory installation of heating systems 
in factory and storage buildings.  

 
These changes are available for your review on Building 
Services’ webpage-click on the Construction & Building 
Codes link and then click on the appropriate local code 
amendments for each code. You can also subscribe to 
notices regarding building code changes by clicking on 
“Mailing Lists” from the City’s homepage.   
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Pursuant to city code, Section 35-159, concrete permits 
shall be valid for a period of 120 days from the date of 
issuance.  The Engineering Division of Public Works will 
enforce this code for stand alone permits issued directly 
by Engineering.  This allows staff to better monitor the 
stand alone projects and track which projects are com-
pleted on time and which are delayed.  If a permit has 
been issued by the Engineering Division, but the work has 

been delayed past the 120 day period, the permit will ex-
pire and a new permit will need to be issued.   
 
Concrete permits issued by Building Services in conjunc-
tion with a building permit (eg: a new home building per-
mit) shall be subject to the provisions and code require-
ments related to expiration of the building permit.  The 
building permit allows the continued monitoring by build-
ing inspectors while construction is in progress.  All con-
crete right-of-way permits are subject to the rules and 
regulations set forth by the Salina City Code.  
Please contact Karlton Place, City Engineer, at 785-
309-5725 if you have any questions.  
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We want to take this opportunity to remind our general 
contractors to be mindful of the required inspections, 
which are indicated on the Inspection Record Card that is 
issued with each building permit. During the plan review 
our staff will identify on the card the inspections that will 
be required throughout the course of the project. It is the 
general contractor’s responsibility to assure that all re-
quired inspections are requested.   
 
Examples of required inspections, that we have recently 
noticed, are not being requested  include foundation wall 
inspections and inspections of piers or footings for decks. 
Although foundation wall inspections have been required 
for the past three years, there are still apparently some 
contractors who did not realize that the change had been 
made and had not noticed on the Inspection Record Card 
that the inspection was now required. Additionally, spe-
cial inspections are sometimes required for shear wall or 
fire-wall assemblies before finish materials are applied. It 
is also the contractor’s responsibility to make sure that a 
final inspection is requested and scheduled for all per-
mits. Since each Card is customized for the specific job, 
the contractor should familiarize themselves with the In-
spection Record Card for each project before beginning 
work. 

HOLIDAYS   
 City offices will be closed for the Christmas holiday  

on Dec. 24th & 25th, and New Years on January 1, 2008   
We hope your holidays are filled with joy and we wish 

you many blessings in the New Year. 
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What are the building code requirements for 
egress window well ladders?  
 
Section R310.2.1 requires that wells with a verti-
cal depth greater than 44” must be equipped with 

a permanently affixed ladder or steps, usable with the 
window in the fully open position. Ladders or rungs 
must have an inside width of at least 12”, must project a 
minimum of 3” from the wall and must be space not 
more than 18” on center for the full height of the win-
dow well. Among other things these requirements mean 
that if an egress window swings out, the ladder cannot 
be placed on the wall behind the window in the full open 
position, and also mean that the lowest rung of the lad-
der cannot be more than 18” above the floor of the win-
dow well, and the top rung cannot be lower than 18” 
below the rim of the well.  

 
Is the receptacle for a sump pump, located in 
an unfinished portion of a residential base-
ment, required to be GFCI protected? 
 
Possibly. NEC article 210.8(A)(5) requires that 
all receptacles in unfinished portions of base-

ments must be GFCI protected. However, Exception 2 of 
that section provides that a single receptacle in a dedi-
cated space for a single not-easily moveable appliance or 
a duplex receptacle for two such appliances is not re-
quired to be GFCI protected. If a duplex receptacle is 
provided for a single appliance use, such as a sump 
pump or sewage ejector, then it must be GFCI protected. 

 
Is 30 gauge galvanized steel adequate for use 
as single-wall gas appliance vent connector? 
  
No. UPC section 510.10.2.4 and UMC section 
815.3 both require that the minimum gauge of 

galvanized steel permissible as a vent connector is 28 
gauge. 
 

 Electric Service Update 
SE Cable Installations 

Our staff was recently asked about the suitability of a 
wiring installation method commonly used in the instal-
lation of service entrance (SE) cable in new electric ser-
vices. It seems that a common practice has been to bore 
an enlarged hole through the back of the electric meter 
can as well as the exterior siding and/or sheathing, route 

the SE cable through the hole without a clamp 
or bushing and apply a sealant to the annular space 
around the wire. Although NEC article 312.5(C) re-
quires that cables must be secured to meter socket enclo-
sures, apparently this improvisational installation has 
been approved by Building Services for a number of 
years.  
 
This issue was on the agenda of the December meeting 
with the Plumbing, Mechanical and Electrical contrac-
tors. The merits of the improvisation were discussed as 
well as the circumstances as to why the installation was 
being used. The first and foremost reason for the prac-
tice seems to be the limited wall thickness of the exterior 
walls on which the meter enclosure is mounted which in 
turn limits the bending room required for the cable, par-
ticularly for the size of cable required for 200 amp ser-
vices. Those present at the meeting agreed that the in-
stallation is, in fact, a code violation. A number of dif-
ferent installation options were discussed. When asked if 
the group would like to recommend an amendment to 
the Building Advisory Board, the unanimous consensus 
was that that would not be appropriate, and that inspec-
tors should enforce the code as it is currently written.   
 
One acceptable alternative to this installation is the pre-
vious practice of using conduit with individual conduc-
tors from the meter socket enclosure all the way to the 
panel. Another alternative would be to use conduit on 
the outside of the house to connect the meter socket en-
closure to an LB located at an elevation that would per-
mit entry through the rim joist. A short nipple could then 
be installed from the LB through the rim joist with an 
adapter to which a clamp could be connected to secure 
the SE cable. Utilizing this method would probably 
mean that in some cases the sheath would have to be 
stripped from the cable for that portion that would be 
inside the LB to permit the allowable bending radius for 
the conductors. Please remember that article 300.7(A) 
would require that raceways that pass from the interior 
of the building to the exterior are required to be sealed to 
prevent the circulation of warm air to colder sections of 
the raceway.  
 
There will be the usual 90 day period of voluntary com-
pliance with these requirements. Effective March 15, 
2008 all new installations will be required to comply 
with the strict NEC provisions for these types of in-
stallations.  
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Development Services  
300 West Ash Street ¨  P.O. Box 736 
Salina, Kansas 67402-0736 
TELEPHONE (785) 309-5715  
FAX (785) 309-5713 
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Recognizing the importance that participation in the code development process plays in edu-
cation, Building Services will institute a new approved continuing education opportunity in 
2008. Beginning in January, continuing education hours will be awarded for attendance at 
the monthly Building Advisory Board meetings.  Meetings are held on the second Tuesday 
of the month, at 4:00 p.m., in Room 107 of the City County Building.  
 
The following guidelines will be used in continuing education approval.  
· Hours will be granted on a 1 to 2 ratio, meaning for example that 30 minutes of educa-

tion will be granted for an hour of attendance.  
· Attendance at any meeting must be for at least an hour to be granted any credit for 

meeting attendance. After the first hour, 15 minutes of credit will be granted for each 30 
minutes of attendance. Attendees may come late or leave early, but at least one continu-
ous hour of attendance must be accrued to receive any credit.  

· If a meeting does not last for at least one hour or is cancelled due to lack of a quorum, 
there will be no credit given for continuing education. 

· Those wishing to have their attendance credited for continuing education must sign in 
and out. A certificate of attendance will be provided to each attendee after each meet-
ing.  

· For those individuals licensed in other jurisdictions, Building Services makes no assur-
ances that these hours will be approved in other communities for license renewal. 

· Individuals serving on the Board will receive credit at a 1 to 1 ratio. 
 
We hope you find this new opportunity beneficial and we look forward to your participation 
in future meetings of the Board. 
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