
T HE M I S SI O N  O F  T H E  S AL IN A  HU M A N R E L AT IO N S  CO MM I S S IO N  I S  T O  E L I M IN AT E   
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Seminars cover many topics, 
much of the city of Salina 
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 The Salina Human 
Relations Department 
strives to keep the com-
munity informed about 
important topics regard-
ing housing and civil 
rights, and even more so 
during April, which is 
national Fair Housing 
Month. 
 This year, in an effort 
to reach more people, 
Human Relations tried 
some new approaches.  
 The Human Relations 
Department has put on a 
Fair Housing Seminar for 
years, and while it consis-
tently has been well-
attended, it has tended to 
draw lots of landlords and 
few tenants.  
 So this year, Human 
Relations staff made ar-
rangements with nine 
local apartment com-
plexes to have an infor-
mational event at each 
one that was geared to-

ward tenants. A total of 
about 90 people attended 
the events. 
 The Fair Housing 
Seminar, which took 
place on April 29, also 
had some new wrinkles. 
 After several years at 
the Bicentennial Center, 
the event was moved to 
Friendship Center, and 
the format was changed 
from a full day to a half-
day. 
 Speakers at the event 
were:  
 Gina McDonald, di-

rector the Salina Human 
Relations Department, 
who spoke on several 
issues affecting the dis-
abled. Much of the pres-
entation focused on ser-
vice animals, which has 
become a big issue with 
regard to housing.  
 Judy Irvin  of the city 
of Salina’s Neighborhood 
Services division made a 
presentation on city code 
enforcement as it relates 
to landlords. 
 Loren Wranosky of 
the Kansas Department of 
Health and Environment 
provided information on 
new state regulations 
regarding the renovation, 
removal and painting of 
surfaces with lead-based 
paint. 
 Lance Cochran, a 
local attorney who spe-
cializes in housing issues, 
fielded dozens of ques-
tions during a question-
and-answer session. 
Lance encouraged the 
landlords, above all, to 
document all of their 
transactions with tenants. 
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Fair Housing month 
full of informational 
events for tenants 
as well as landlords 
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Calendar of  
Community Events 

 
 
 

Spanish-speaking community 
focus of upcoming workshop  
 The Salina Human 
Relations Department will 
be offering a Fair Hous-
ing workshop this month 
for those who would pre-
fer to receive the informa-
tion in Spanish. 
 The seminar will be 
from 1-2:30 p.m. on Satur-
day, May 22, at Heartland 
Programs, 700 Jupiter.  
 The event is an exten-
sion of the Fair Housing 
seminars SHR put on 
during the month of 
April. Dina Girón and 
Darrin Stineman of Salina 
Human Relations will 
present information about 

the Fair Housing Act, 
how to file a discrimina-
tion complaint, ten-
ants’rights and other top-
ics. 
 In addition, Yoena Del 
Real of Millwood Realty 
will make a presentation 
called “Opening the Door 
to Owning Your Own 
Home” with information 
about the process of buy-
ing a house, and Judy 
Irvin of the city’s  
Neighborhood Services 
department will talk about 
housing rehabilitation 
grants that are available. 
 The public is invited. 

We all are teaching our children, 
whether we’re aware of it or not 
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 You've got to be taught be-
fore it's too late,before you are 
six or seven or eight, to hate all 
the people your relatives hate, 
You've got to be carefully 
taught!  —  
Rogers and Hammerstein’s  
“South Pacific” 
 
 While reading the national 
news, I am more concerned 
than ever about 
young people 
bullying and the 
tragic results.  
Young people 
committing sui-
cide because 
they cannot 
stand to have 
one more person tell them they 
don’t fit in, or they don’t look 
like everyone else, or sound or 
dress like everyone else or 
believe what everyone else 
believes. Young people did not 
invent bullying. They did not 
learn it on their own. They had 
to be carefully taught. 

 Children are not the only 
bullies. Adults are just as 
guilty. Except when an adult 
embarrasses, or discriminates, 
or acts as a racist, we have 
other names for it. 
 While we fight discrimina-
tion based on race, sex, relig-
ion, color, national origin, age 
(40-70), ancestry, and disabil-
ity, what messages are we giv-
ing to our children? Do we 
begin sentences with “those 
people … ” or “thank goodness 
you are not … ”, or “that poor 
… it must be horrible to have 
to live like that!”  Or say: 
“Only we ... are saved” (you 
fill in the blank, Christians, 
Catholics, Jews, Baptists). 
 Our body language, our 
words, our jokes, with whom 
we socialize, our actions are so 
powerful to young people, es-
pecially if they look up to us.  
Our actions profoundly affect 
their behaviors. We affect who 
they grow up to be, or whether 
they do grow up.  
 Bullying, racism, discrimi-
nation, whatever you want to 
call it, has its basis in fear. We 

have a natural fear of the un-
known. What is not familiar to 
some is frightening, to the 
point that they avoid it.  
 Moreover, if confronted with 
fear, we tend to fight it or run 
away. We do not want “those 
people” living in our neighbor-
hoods, or working the same job 
as us. So we move to the sub-
urbs, or to the city. We get peti-
tions together that say, “not in 
my backyard.” We fight, bully, 
or attempt to make “them” 
leave. Some of us have become 
quite adept at discrimination, 
and we do it very subtly.   
 The results are still the 
same. The object of our fear 
feels devalued, isolated, or just 
angry. Then we are surprised at 
the fact that “those people” are 
so angry! In addition, we don’t 
want to be around “those angry 
people” and we move to the 
suburbs. And the circle contin-
ues. 
(Look for Part 2 of this column 

in next week’s edition) 
 
 You can e-mail Gina at 
gina.mcdonald@salina.org.  
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Meet Miki!  
 After several weeks of 
having the position empty, 
we are proud 
to announce 
the addition 
of Miki Orr-
Muths, who 
started on 
April 1 as the 
new adminis-
trative assistant for the Sa-
lina Human Relations De-
partment.  
 Miki comes to us from the 
Salina-Saline County Health 
Department and brings a 
wealth of experience. Being 
the first person to come in 
contact with those we serve, 
she’s a very important mem-
ber of our team. 
 We invite you to drop by 
and say hello!  
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