
 Improving grades is great, 
but that’s not the point of the 
Xcel Face-to-Face teen men-
toring program. 
  The new program being 
offered by The City teen cen-
ter involves having adult vol-
unteers help students with 
homework after school, but 
success is not measured by 
letters on a grade card. 
 “Although high academic 
scores are very important to a 
child’s future, it is not the 
ultimate goal of Xcel Face-to-
Face,” said Robert Cunning-
ham, who started the program 
in March. “The ultimate goal 
is to create a belief within the 
child that they are important 
and valuable enough to make 
healthy decisions that affect 
themselves and those around 
them.” 
 Xcel Face-to-Face is an 
offshoot of the Xcel group 
mentoring program The 
City’s Tina Bulleigh started 
in January 2008. The number 
of overall program partici-
pants already has grown from 
18 to 41, Bulleigh said. 
 “Growth is not only meas-
ured in numbers, but growth 
is also a process,” Bulleigh 

said. “I’ve seen the growth of 
our youth as they experience 
success, when they once be-
lieved it to be out of reach.” 
 The Xcel programs allow 
teens to meet twice a week 
with adult mentors who help 
with homework but also help 
develop life skills and lend a 

listening ear. 
  The program also provides  
learning via field trips, such 
as the one the group took to 
the Kansas Cosmosphere in 
Hutchinson earlier this year. 
 More volunteers are needed! 
For more information, call 
The City at 827-0961. 

T HE M I S SI O N  O F  T H E  S AL IN A  HU M A N R E L AT IO N S  CO MM I S S IO N  I S  T O  E L I M IN AT E   

D I S CR I MI N AT IO N A N D T O  E ST A BL I SH  EQ U AL IT Y AN D J U ST I C E  FO R A L L  P E R SO N S  W IT HIN  

T HE  C I T Y O F  S A L I N A  T H RO U G H CIV I L  R IG HT S  E N FO R CE ME N T,  A D V O CA C Y  A N D  E D U CA TI O N.  
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Programs help students to ‘Xcel’   
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 The Salina Human Relations 
Commission is working to expand 
its presence in the Salina commu-
nity with the hope of expanding the 
horizons of those who are most in 
need of help. 
 For example, SHRC’s Dina Girón 
is writing a column that appears 
regularly in the Spanish/English 
newspaper La Voz. Subject matter 
will include information on fair 
housing and fair employment as 
well as practical matters, such as 
how to go about buying a house. 
 SHRC also is writing a regular 
column for the Buyer’s Guide, 
which has a circulation of more 
than 25,000. The first column, 
which appeared in the June 16 is-
sue, explained that anyone can be a 
victim of discrimination and that we 
at SHRC are here to help. 
 One other project SHRC is work-
ing on is to produce a program on 
Access TV which provides English 
as a Second Language classes. 
 Perhaps we can work together 
with your organization to promote a 
community social-service project. If 
you have an idea, please call Darrin 
Stineman at 309-5745 or e-mail him 
at darrin.stineman@salina.org. 
  
  

SHRC seeking to 
reach out to Salina  
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ADA anniversary offers us an   
opportunity to reflect on progress 
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 July 26 is the 19th anniver-
sary of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. With our 
civil rights bill only 19 years 
old, so much has improved; so 

much is yet to be accom-
plished. If you look around 
the city of Salina, curb cuts, 
ramps, assistive devices, inter-
preters and access to buildings 
and services has greatly im-
proved over the last 19 years. 
 Yet the unemployment rates 
for people with disabilities are 
still higher than any other 
minority group in the United 
States.   
 Many service programs 
encourage people with dis-
abilities to apply for state and/
or federal services, rather than 
encouraging employment 
goals. Moreover, the average 
person who pays taxes thinks 
that people with disabilities 
are not able to work. Except 
those same taxpayers look the 
other way when it is time to 
cut those programs to balance 
the budget. Few programs 
receive funding to assist peo-

ple with disabilities to find 
employment. 
 A friend, mentor and leader 
in disability rights, Lex 
Frieden, said: “… the concept 
of equality has little meaning 
for people who struggle with-
out the resources necessary to 
meet fundamental human 
needs.” 
 The promise of the ADA 
will only be realized when the 
expectation is that ALL adults 
can earn their own salary and 
have access to affordable 
health care that meets All 
needs. All means ALL.  
 So on this anniversary of 
the ADA, let us all remember 
the capacity of all people to 
work and grow and change 
and learn, in an accessible 
community. 
 
 

 You can e-mail Gina at 
gina.mcdonald@salina.org.  
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“I’m a white male.  
Anti-discrimination laws 
are irrelevant to me, aren’t 
they?” 
 
 Not at all . In addition to 
race, color and national  
origin, the Fair Housing Act 
protects on the basis of  
gender, religion, familial 
status and disability. You 
could come across a land-
lord who doesn’t want men 
in her building (or children, 
or people of your religious 
faith), and you would be  
protected under the law. If 
you should become disabled 
later in life, you would be 
protected as well. 

DID YOU 
KNOW?  

 Those who are struggling with 
the effects of the economic down-
turn have one more hurdle to look 
out for. 
 The Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corp. is warning people to be wary 
of foreclosure-rescue and loan-
modification scams. 
 You may be dealing with a mort-
gage foreclosure scam operator if 
the company (for example): 
 �  Demands a fee in advance. 
 �  Offers to negotiate a loan 
modification for you for a fee. 

 �  Advises you to stop making 
mortgage payments. 
 �  Asks you to sign a document 
that has blank lines or spaces. 
 You can find a reputable non-
profit housing or financial coun-
selor by calling the U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment at (800) 569-4287. 
 The FDIC has produced a bro-
chure on the topic that can be ac-
cessed at: www.fdic.gov/
consumers/loans/prevention/rescue/
images/rescue.pdf. 

Take care to avoid foreclosure scams 

Want to reach the Hispanic community? Here’s how  
 Many social-service agencies and 
businesses would like to connect 
with the ever-growing Hispanic 
population, but often they don’t 
know how. 
 In Salina, a great way to do that 
is by supporting this fall’s Hispanic 
Heritage Celebration sponsored by 
the Salina Human Relations Com-
mission. You can help support a 
great multicultural community 
event, and at the same time increase 
your organization’s visibility in 

Salina’s sizeable Hispanic commu-
nity. There are several ways this 
can be accomplished. 
 For more information, call Dina 
Girón at 309-5745 or send her an e-
mail at dina.giron@salina.org. 
 In past years, up to 2,000 people 
have attended the event.   
 Salina Human Relations would 
like to thank the Kansas Human 
Relations Association for its recent 
donation of $1,000 toward the His-
panic Heritage event. 


