Summer 2008

L akewood Discovery Center (LDC) is the Natural Resaues

division of the Salina Parks & Recreation Departmeh LDC
provides Salina with its own urban wildlife sanctuay and nature
center. Our mission and goal is to provide opportuities for
members of the community and the surrounding aread explore
and learn about the environment through discovery ad hands on
activities.

At LDC, we strive to make the Discovery Center andVildlife
Sanctuary a teaching tool for the community by proiding outdoor
experiences for all ages. The Discovery Center lmgs native
Kansas to you with numerous interactive educationadlisplays and
opportunities to see native wildlife up close. ThwVildlife
Sanctuary offers a break from urban life with its winding nature
trails through woods and prairie, quiet fishing atthe lake, and
chances to observe animals in their natural habitat

LDC is also committed providing new and ever-changig natural
experiences and programming all generations. Frorautdoor skills
/ classes to in-class programs to nature adventureips, there is

, Joke Corner, Readers’ ArtlJl something for almost everyone. Through all theseneounters, we
hope to increase awareness, knowledge, and appreaa of native
wildlife.

Fishing (to fish)- attempting to outsmart an aquatic animal, that has a brain the size of a pea, into biting a hook that is
floating in its vicinity; attempts may include offering a staggering array of bait the fisherman/woman spent a fortune on at
the nearest mega-mart. Highlights of this activity often include acquisition of multiple bug bites, poison ivy outbreaks, a
sore knee from falling down the bank, and a stench that can only be acquired from a good days fishing --------

This definition reminds me, have you been to your favorite fishing hole yet? If you are like me,
some days that definition truly applies, but for some reason | keep going back. | think everybody
has a memory of a good childhood fishing day in mind that lures him or her back to the water’s
edge. Most fishermen/women (anglers for the pros out there) start out going to the fishing hole with
grandpa or dad. During these first trips, about all that is accomplished is untangling, de-knotting,
and the answering of 1 million questions. But through all of that mess, when the first fish is landed,
large or small, the whole trip is deemed worthy. A child’s reaction to his or her first fish is always
rewarding, and more times than not, very comical. After a long day of fishing (about 30 minutes for
kids when the fish are not biting), you can appreciate what your dad or grandpa did for you to enjoy
fishing.

So whether you grab your old cane pole or fire up the Evenrude and your digital, sub-atomic, never-miss fish-finder . . .
get out and fish! Be sure to explore the many fishing opportunities Lakewood offers throughout the summer including:
the 6™ Annual Lakewood Fishing Derby (held during the Kansas Free Fishing Weekend), our summer fishing clinics,
and/or just coming out to the park to fish on your own. Be sure to bring your license and good luck landing

the big one!
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Lakewood Discovery Center (LDC) and the Smoky Hill Museum (SHM) have been offering the Jr. Explorers summer
series for the past four years. What is this Jr. Explorers we speak of? It is just one of the many fantastic programming

opportunities we offer during the summer months.

Jr. Explorers is based on a cooperative programming model, allowing LDC and the SHM to provide excellent and
challenging experiential learning for the 9 — 12 year olds in our community and surrounding area. Experiential learning
focuses on bringing topics to life through hands-on activities, opportunities to interact with expert speakers, and trips to
see what goes on behind the scenes. We highlight six topics per summer, meeting twice a week on each topic. Topics

we have covered are listed to the right.

Our adventures in Jr. Explorers have taken us to places like the Salina
airport control tower, population sampling on a shock boat with Kansas Wildlife &
Parks, into the American Baking Institute in Manhattan, examining first hand how
electricity works to run our appliances, and, this summer, investigating Salina’s past
secrets. And that is just a very small picture of the exciting experiences Jr.
Explorers offers.

With all these amazing topics and exciting opportunities, we have had a
number of adults express interest in going on these trips as well. “Can | come?” is
a frequent question we get. | have already had that question for our Salina Secrets
program this summer. So after several years of requests, we are proud to
introduce, Explorers Advanced: 18 & over only.

With Explorers Advanced, we will be offering the
same fantastic learning experiences as we do with the kids,
but it will be geared toward adult audiences. Generally
Advanced Explorers will be a day’s adventure, a Saturday
from 9:00am — 4:00pm, although we may have some
overnight trips, depending where our topics take us. And
with the adult format, we will have the opportunity to explore
topics that may not be appropriate for the youngsters, such
as our Fall Ghost Tour. As with the Jr. Explorers, these
classes will be a beginner’s look into each topic.

Explorers Advanced programs will be offered during the Fall, Winter, and
Spring quarters. There will be no Explorers Advanced during the Summer quarter,
due to existing summer programming.

Being that this programming is so new, we have not had a chance to
completely flesh out all the activities yet, but below is a brief, tentative description of
what our Fall Ghost Tour involves. See our Salina Parks & Recreation Fall Activity
Guide for a detailed description of Explorers Advanced programming for the year.

Explorers Advanced Fall Ghost Tour:
Explores with a tour of unearthly delights . . .

This fall we are kicking off our Advanced

Jr. Explorers Topics

Rocks & Minerals

Water: Aquatic critters & uses

Insects: Id. and collection

Pioneer Perils

Archeology

Kansas on Canvas

Birds of Prey

Native American Culture:
Historical & present

Reptile Round-Up

Weather: Forces and forecast

Explorers: Who and how

Food & Cooking

Earth Science: Volcanoes,
earthquakes, and tsunamis

Inventions

Farming: past, present, &
future

Plants & Gardening

Kansas Cowpokes

Creative Kansas: folkart

Trains

Kansas Paleontology

Flight: birds & human

Media/Communications

Regional Folklore

Solar System

Salina Secrets

We will be looking at ghosts from a scientific/debunking perspective, as well
as historical, folklore perspective. On the first day, we will talk with scientists, historians, and professional “ghost hunters.”

Then that evening we will set out to have some experiences of our own. If you are familiar with the Ghost Hunters on the
Sci-Fi Channel, we will be following their lead in investigating an alleged “haunted” building using debunking strategies,
recording devices, and level heads as we set out to disprove or prove paranormal activity. The next day we will look at
our data and see if anything unexplainable pops up. From there we will tour another “haunted” site before returning

home.

Keep your eye out for more Advanced Explorers information coming out this Fall!

(Official Disclaimer: Opinions given during the Fall Ghost Tour are not representative of the




City of Salina, Salina Parks & Recreation, or the Smoky Hill Museum.)
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Lalreweod [Fishing Derlay 2008

Salina Parks and Recreation Department is
sponsoring the 6" Annual Lakewood Fishing
Derby in cooperation with other area

cooperate sponsors. Grab your parents and venture into the outdoors for a morning of fishing fun. There will be a
drawing for various door prizes as well as prizes awarded for different competitions, including a casting contest and
biggest fish. After final weigh-in, the prizes will be awarded, followed by a hotdog roast for all participants. If you would
like more information about this event please contact Lakewood Discovery Center at 826-7335 or the Parks & Recreation

Office at 309-5765. (*)
When:
Time:

Limit:
Ages:

Fee:
Bring:

June 7, 2008

8:30 a.m. Check-in (north end of Lakewood Park, by the boat ramp)

9:00 a.m. Fishing begins

11:00 a.m. Fishing ends with final weigh-in, followed by prizes and hotdog roast
None

ALL, (Children 10 yrs and under must have adult supervision)

Competing Age Groups: 8 yrs & under, 9-11 yrs, and 12-14 yrs

FREE (AND free fishing for all ages, no fishing licenses required for this event)
fishing equipment and bait/lures

Participants MUST pre-register with Salina Parks and Re creation (309 -5765)

by Wednesday, June 4 ™.

Family Canoe
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Participants MUST pre-register by calling the Parks and

Recreation main office at 309-5765.




g@ SUMMER PROGRAM OVERVIEW

If you have not signed up for the summer programs, now is the time. Classes are filling up.

For general class descriptions, see page 3. For detailed class descriptions and registration prices, please see
Salina’s Parks and Recreation Summer Activity Guide. If you have not received one in the mail, they are
available at the Parks and Recreation main office in the City/County Building, 300 W. Ash St., Room 100.

Backyard Detectives: Ages 4-5, 10:30am — 12 noon __Ages 6-8, 8:30am — 10:00am
Flower Power: Monday, June 2 OR Wednesday, June 4

Nifty Nature Crafts: Monday, June 9 OR Wednesday, June 11 (\ \
Our Feathered Friends: Monday, June 16 OR Wednesday, Junel8 _}/
Sounds a Little Fishy to Me: Monday, July 7 OR Wednesday, July 9

Cool Campsite Fun: Monday, July 14 OR Wednesday, July 16 /;
Creepy Crawly Critters: Monday, July 21 OR Wednesday, July 23 <

Fishing Explorers: 7 years and older, 8:30am — 2:00pm

Basics in Bluegill: Tuesday, June 3 Friday, June 6 Tuesday, June 10 * You must have
Tuesday, July 8 Friday, July 11 Tuesday, July 15
'Y uesday, July riday, July uesday, July e
Bass Fishing*: Friday, June 13 Tuesday, June 17 BBIaSIC'TI n
Friday, July 18 Tuesday, July 22 LI 1eE
register for
Catfish*: Friday, June 20 Tuesday, June 24 these classes.
Friday, July 25 Tuesday, July 29
QOutdoor Skills Classes: 7 years and older, 8:00am — 9:00am, 9:30am — 10:30am, OR 11:00am — 12 noon
Archery: Session I: Wednesdays, June 4, 11, & 18
Session Il; Wednesdays, July 9, 16, & 23
Canoeing: Session I Thursdays, June 5, 12, & 19
Session Il: Thursdays, July 10, 17, & 24

G.R.E.A.T. Ultimate Challenge: 5" — 8" grades (just completed), Mon. 8:30am — 3pm, Wed.: 8:30am — 2pm

Only one session available : June 23 & 25
Junior Explorers: 9 — 12 years old, Monday, 9:00am — 12 noon & Thursday, 8:30am — 2:30pm
Reptile Round Up: June 9 & 12
Kansas on Canvas: June 16 & 19
Wet and Wild Water: June 23 & 26
Secret Salina: July 7 & 10
Kaw-some Nation: July 14 & 17  (Thursday’s class goes until 3:00pm.)
Kansas Rocks!: July 21 & 24 (Thursday'’s class goes until 3:00pm .)

L il il N N
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+ Fire and Ice Adventure offers exploration of two extremes, desert and mountainous tundra. This adventure will
first take us to the “oasis of the desert,” Las Vegas. Once there, we will journey to the Valley of Fire and the Hoover Dam.
On our tour we will see the desert ecosystems that thrive in the scorching heat, as well as red rock formations that rival
Sedona. We will also have the opportunity to take in one of the largest human-made structures ever built. While in Las
Vegas, we will have plenty of time to see the bright lights of the fabulous Las Vegas Strip.

Then north to Alaska! The great northern state calls, offering unbelievable scenic vistas, fantastic wildlife, and
pristine wilderness. Alaska’s unique landscape is revealed during our diverse tour of its coastal and inland attractions.
We will take a day-cruise of Alaska’s magnificent Kenai Fjords National Park. This park contains amazing fjords, home of
Alaska’s largest glaciers, and breathtaking marine wildlife. We will have the opportunity to see whales, orca, many
species of seals, and hundreds of coastal bird species. This cruise will allow us to get a complete appreciation for life on
the Alaskan coast.

Next we will venture inland to the crown jewel of Alaska, Denali National Park. Denali is
home to the tallest mountain on the North American continent, Mt. McKinley (20,320 ft). We will
tour the park via the Kantishna Road, which takes us into the heart of the 6 million acre park.

We will be in pursuit of Denali’'s “Big Five” which includes Dall sheep, caribou, moose, wolf, and
grizzly bear. Our tour will get us as close to Mt. McKinley as you can drive and allow us to view
the awe-inspiring landscape on the way to Wonder Lake at the end of the road.
Join us for this Fire and Ice tour that showcases the wondrous diversity our planet offers. (*****)

When: Sept. 3 - 10, 2008 Time: TBD Fee: TBD I'm on the

Limit: 20 participants (17 yrs and under must be accompanied by an adult) |f00k out
or your
-— |  questions.
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lakegwood Fun page

1. What poisonous mammals live in Kansas?

Kids’ Trivia Question:

1. Whatis the largest mammal in Kansas?
(Send in your
0000000000000 OCOCGBOCBOODT picture, or a
% &' & copy. Be
sure to
include your
name and
age, and we
will publish
your picture
in the next
issue.)

presanennss s g T :
J@{%@ @@TW@ The re-tail store. A brussel scout.

Trivia Answers:

Adults :

1) Short-tailed shrews, Blarina species, including the Northern & Elliot’s short-tailed shrews. Short-tailed shrews

are the only poisonous mammals in North America. They immobilize their prey with a poison excreted in the saliva.
Kids :

1) The American Bison. Male, or bull, bison can weigh as much as 2000 pounds, as much as a small car!







